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-------------------------------------------- COMMUNION ------------------------------------------

There are two other elements of “forgetting and remembering” that communion addresses.  The first is forgetting past offenses. 

Forget Past Offenses
All of use at one time or another have offended someone else. And all of us have been offended by someone else. Jesus gives instructions for how His people shall live in these cases. 


At times we are the offending person. When that occurs we practice Jesus’ principle of Matt. 5:23-24, “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you,  leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.”  


I’ve had encounters on two occasions with men at LCCC who in each circumstance on a communion Sunday went and sought out a person they had offended to ask forgiveness before they partook of communion that day. I just happened to be a bystander both times, but I tell you what, the integrity and obedience to Christ that those acts showed made an unforgettable impression on me. 


In Matt. 18:15, it’s the other way around – when someone has offended YOU. Jesus says, “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.”  


Communion time reminds us that as followers of Christ we must forgive and ask for forgiveness. We cannot live with conflict in the Body of Christ. In either of these cases, once forgiveness is issued, it’s done and we need to forget it and move on in order to honor Christ and His Body. 

TRANSITION: Now here’s the significance of this; why this is of such importance to Jesus for His followers to relate this way to each other. Because He wants us to remember His forgiveness.

Remember Jesus’ Forgiveness 

Jesus wants us to remember the forgiveness He gave to us, and replicate it towards others. God has forgiven us, through Christ, far more than any of us can forgive someone else. 
Jesus’ forgiveness is what we celebrate at communion – when His body was broken and blood was shed, and the weight of every one of the sins of all humanity was laid upon Him on the cross. He did it from His love for us. When we stop to remember that, how can it but change the way we live, towards Him and towards others? What a gift the Lord’s Supper is to us; to remember always, together in communion with each other, just who our God is to us. 

Communion Instruction

Communion is only to be taken by believers who are walking in obedience to the Lord. If you are here today and are not yet a believer, we ask you to let the elements pass. But again, I invite you to accept Christ as your Savior from sin today and become finally and once for all forgiven by the infinite blood of Jesus Christ. 

Everyone else, please take the next few minutes as we pray and sing to prepare your hearts before God; to examine whether you are in fellowship with Him and other believers before you take the elements.  Then thank Him as you remember the power of God’s love that He showed on the cross. 


Let’s pray.  (elders come to table during prayer).


-Take bread and cup for myself, give plates, and sit down

Partaking of the Elements 


– Read 1 Cor 11:23b-24 – eat


-Read 25-26 – drink

Benevolent Offering Prayer 


We’re going to take our benevolent offering now which is taken in order to help those in our church who have special financial needs.  Please give as the Spirit leads you.  Let’s pray once again to ask God to bless the use of these funds.


-pray; sit down

